The Crucible

Act II

Study Guide Questions and Vocabulary

I – Study Guide Questions – On a separate sheet of paper answer all questions in complete sentences.  It is not necessary to rewrite the questions.

1) Where does Elizabeth want John to go, and what does she want him to do there?

2) What is John's response to her prodding?

3) What gift did Mary give Elizabeth?

4) What was the "evidence" against Sarah Good?

5) Why doesn't Proctor want Mary to go back to court?

6) Why does Elizabeth think Abigail wants to kill her?

7) Why did Hale come to Proctor's house?

8) What things are "suspicious" about Proctor and his family?

9) Hale asks Elizabeth if she believes in witches. What is her reply?

10) On what charge(s) was Rebecca Nurse arrested?

11) Why does Cheever come to the Proctor house?

12) Explain the significance of the needle in the "poppet."

13) What will happen to Proctor if he tries to discredit Abby?

14) Why doesn't Mary want to testify about the doll?

II – Vocabulary - The following are sentences taken from the text.  Write the underlined word, write the part of speech (as used in the sentence), find a synonym, and rewrite the sentence using the synonym. (Hint: to find and understand the synonym you must understand the definition of the word as it is used in the sentence.)

1.   This is a beloved errand for him; on being called here to ascertain witchcraft he felt the pride of the specialist whose unique knowledge has at least been publicly called for.

2.   Evidently we are not quite certain even now whether diabolism is holy and not to be scoffed at.

3.   And it is no accident that we should be so bemused.

4.   . . . he is called up and damned not only by our social antagonists but by our own side, whatever it may be.

5.   I have no doubt that people were communing with, and even worshiping, the Devil in Salem, and if the whole truth could be known in this case, as it is in others, we should discover a regular and conventionalized propitiation of the dark spirit.

6.   How could it be the Devil? Why would he choose my house to strike? We have all manner of licentious people right here in the village!

7.   You cannot evade me, Abigail. Did your cousin drink any of the brew in that kettle?

8.   On their ecstatic cries, the curtain falls.

