Macbeth

Reading Comprehension Questions + Vocabulary (Act Four)

Act Four – Study Guide – Answer all question in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper!
1. Witch 2 says, "By the pricking of my thumb, Something wicked this way comes." Who comes?

2. What is Macbeth's attitude towards the witches this time?

3. What four things did the witches show Macbeth? What does each show/say? What is Macbeth's reaction?

4. Macbeth says (about the witches), "Infected be the air whereon they ride, And damned all those that trust them!" What is Macbeth, in effect, saying about himself?

5. Where is Macduff?

6. Why does Macbeth have Macduff's family and servants killed?

7. Why does Lady Macduff's son say liars and swearers are fools?

8. Malcolm says, "Angels are bright still, though the brightest fell. Though all things foul would wear the brows of grace, Yet grace must still look so." What does that mean?

9. Macduff says, "Oh, Scotland, Scotland!" Why?
10. What type of king does Malcolm tell Macduff he (Malcolm) will be?  Why does he say such things?

11. What news does Ross bring to Macduff?
Act Four – Vocabulary – Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence and define the underlined word.  

11. Double, double toil and trouble, Fire burn and cauldron bubble.

12. Let this pernicious hour stand aye accursed in the calendar!

13. The most diminutive of birds, will fight, her young ones in her nest, against the owl.

14. You may deserve of him through me, and wisdom to offer up a weak, poor, innocent lamb to appease an angry god.

15. I grant him bloody, luxurious, avaricious, false, deceitful, sudden, malicious, smaking of every sin that has a name.

16. By his own interdiction stands accursed, and does blaspheme his breed?

17. Child of integrity, hath from my soul wiped the black scruples, reconciled my thoughts to thy good truth and honor.
