ESSAY QUESTION

Pavel, when talking to Art during a therapy session, says, “Yes, life always takes the side of life, and somehow the victims are blamed.  But it wasn’t the BEST people who survived nor did the best ones die. It was RANDOM.”  While randomness may account for part of the equation, two men survive the atrocities associated with W.W.II against overwhelming odds.  First is Vladek Spiegelman the resourceful survivor of Maus II, and the second is Wladyslaw Szpilman, the consummate musician living through the horrors of Warsaw in The Pianist.  

Although Pavel may be right, somehow these men live where others fell.  Your question then is to compare and contrast the reasons for their unique survival.  What accounts for their triumph over such tremendous adversity?  You must reference six incidents from the book and film (not one or the other), which supports your supposition, and one outside source that is not specifically related to either book or film, but somehow connects the survival of Wladyslaw and/or Vladek, and informs the reader about struggling through these desperate, horrible times.  

A minimum of 500 words is necessary for the completion of this essay.  (This prompt alone is nearly three hundred, which should give you an idea of the length you need to achieve.)  You are given two class periods to write this essay (see my web site), which will begin after the last quiz on Maus II – Parts Four and Five and the completion of The Pianist.  You must bring in your copy of Maus II and any notes you might have on The Pianist (start amassing them from online sources now).  Class time will be spent writing the essay and peer reviewing your work, but your final copy is, as always, typed; a no excuses policy will be in effect for the to be determined, final due date.

